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Number of Class Periods Required

5 to 6 class periods (85 minutes per period)

Enduring Understanding

« Diversity in the United States helps democracy to
function.

Essential Questions

« What is the Topaz “Relocation Camp”?

« Is it more important to have safety or liberty?
« How do communities endure?

« What is the process of social justice?

Teacher Overview

This unit is designed to provide a better understand-
ing of life in the U.S. concentration camp located

at Topaz, Utah. Through discussions and analysis

of artwork and literature, students will examine the
complexities of the seemingly basic concepts of “com-
munity” and “heroes.” The students will compile their
assignments into a Topaz scrapbook, which will be
used as the final assessment.
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Ties to Utah Core Curriculum

United States History II Core

Standard 7: Students will understand the causes,
course, and consequences of the United States’ role in
World War II.

Standard 9: Students will understand the emergence
and development of human rights and culture in the
modern era.

United States Government and Citizenship Core
Standard 1: Students will understand the significance
and impact of the Constitution on everyday life.
Standard 2: Students will understand the protections
and privileges of individuals and groups in the United
States.

Standard 4: Students will understand the responsibili-
ties of citizens in the United States.

Group Size

Whole class « Small group
Pairs

Life Skills

Life Skills « Collaboration
Responsible citizenship « Effective communication
Complex thinking « Lifelong learning

Career Connections

« Social/Humanitarian
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