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Time

1 class period (60 minutes per period)

Essential Questions

Content-Related•	 : How did the U.S. government treat 
Japanese Americans during World War II? Why were 
American citizens seen as the enemy?
Pedagogical•	 : How do my students respond when they 
encounter material about which they have no previous 
knowledge?

Objective (Content-Related)

Students will examine primary and secondary sources •	
to learn more about life in the camps.

Guiding Questions (Pedagogical)

Are students able to make comparisons between •	
America’s concentration camps and the death camps 
of the Holocaust?
How do students respond to visual images of this topic?•	
How do students respond to literature about this topic?•	
Are students able to develop an understanding of the •	
racial prejudices of the time that led to this experience?
Are students able to grasp the dichotomy of Japanese •	
American incarceration and their patriotism?

Assessment

Students will work as a group to describe the positive •	
and negative aspects of camp life.
Students will create a collage about life in camp using •	
images and five words.

Materials

A copy of the children’s book •	 Baseball Saved Us by Ken 
Mochizuki 
Something Strong Within•	 , produced by the Japanese 
American National Museum, or another short media 
piece on camp life

Handout 3-1: Letter to Miss Clara Breed from Elizabeth •	
Kikuchi
Handout 3-2: Photographs of Life in Camp•	  or other 
photographs found in books or downloaded from the 
Internet
Handout 3-3: Descriptions of Life in Camp•	

Activities and Teaching Strategies

Read aloud •	 Baseball Saved Us.
Watch •	 Something Strong Within or another short 
media piece on camp life.
In groups of four, have students read •	 Handout 3-1: Letter 
to Miss Clara Breed from Elizabeth Kikuchi, written by a 
young person, originally from San Diego, whose family 
was removed to Poston, Arizona. She wrote this letter 
to Miss Clara Breed, her former librarian. Additional 
letters can be downloaded from the Japanese American 
National Museum’s Clara Breed Online Collection: 
http://www.janm.org/collections/clara-breed-collec-
tion/ (accessed September 5, 2009).
Next have students examine•	  Handout 3-2: Photographs 
of Life in Camp.
Distribute •	 Handout 3-3: Descriptions of Life in Camp. 
While still in their groups, students should be asked 
to write descriptions of and then create a collage of 
life in the camps, addressing the following: physical 
conditions, living space, lack of privacy, activities for 
young people, lack of freedoms, questions of loyalty to 
the United States, and helping the war effort.
Have students attach Parts A and B of •	 Handout 3-3: 
Descriptions of Life in Camp to their booklets.

Author Reflections on Stop #3

Reading aloud the children’s story Baseball Saved Us, 
which tells of the teams that were formed in camp, 
led to much discussion of sports in general. We then 
watched about 10 minutes of footage shot in the 
camps from the media piece Something Strong Within. 
Originally cameras had to be sneaked into camp, but 
later cameras were allowed. The media piece shows 

STOP #3

Camp: 
What Did It Look and Feel Like?





22

New Mexico Curriculum

Letter to Miss Breed Handout 3-1

Gift of Elizabeth Y. Yamada
Japanese American National Museum (93.75.31CO)

All requests to publish or reproduce images in this collection must be  
submitted to the Hirasaki National Resource Center at the Japanese American  
National Museum.  More information is available at http://www.janm.org/nrc/.
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Photographs of 

Life in Camp Handout 3-2

Manzanar Relocation Center, Manzanar, California. 
Evacuees of Japanese ancestry are growing flourishing 
truck crops for their own use in their “hobby gardens.” 
These crops are grown in plots 10 x 50 feet between 
blocks of barrack at this War Relocation Authority center.

Photographer: Dorothea Lange
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 537987/Local Identifier 210-G-C690

Boys behind barbed wire.

Gift of Kimie Nagai, Japanese American National Museum (92.125.12)
All requests to publish or reproduce images in this collection must be  
submitted to the Hirasaki National Resource Center at the Japanese American  
National Museum.  More information is available at http://www.janm.org/nrc/.

Tule Lake Relocation Center, Newell, California. One 
of the barracks at this center which is used for a high 
school. As yet the students haven’t decided on a name 
for the school.

Photographer: Francis Stewart
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 536385/Local Identifier 210-G-A484

Gila River Relocation Center, Rivers, Arizona. Mem-
bers of the boy scout troop who participated in the 
Harvest Festival Parade held at this center on Thanks-
giving day.

Photographer: Francis Stewart
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 538605/Local Identifier 210-G-D643

http://www.janm.org/nrc/
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Photographs of 

Life in Camp Handout 3-2

Manzanar Relocation Center, Manzanar, California. 
Making camouflage nets for the War Department. 
This is one of several War and Navy Department 
projects carried on by persons of Japanese ancestry in 
relocation centers.

Photographer: Dorothea Lange
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 538106/Local Identifier 210-G-C814

Manzanar Relocation Center, Manzanar, California. 
Baseball is the most popular recreation at this War 
Relocation Authority center with 80 teams having 
been formed throughout the Center. Most of the play-
ing is done between the barrack blocks.

Photographer: Dorothea Lange
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 538065/Local Identifier 210-G-C772

Poston, Arizona. Living quarters of evacuees of Japa-
nese ancestry at this War Relocation Authority center 
as seen from the top of water tower facing south west.

Photographer: Fred Clark
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 536152/Local Identifier 210-G-A190

Manzanar Relocation Center, Manzanar, California. 
Mealtime at the Manzanar Relocation Center. Every 
effort is put forth to keep family groups intact in the 
dining halls as well as in their living quarters in the 
barracks.

Photographer: Clem Albers
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 536013/Local Identifier 210-G-A17
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Photographs of 

Life in Camp Handout 3-2

Manzanar Relocation Center, Manzanar, California. An 
evacuee resting on his cot after moving his belongings 
into this bare barracks room. An army cot and mattress 
are the only things furnished by the government. All 
personal belongings were brought by the evacuees.

Photographer: Clem Albers
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 536861/Local Identifier 210-G-B112

Two United States Army soldiers with large family in 
front of barracks, Rohwer, Arkansas, November 21, 
1944.

Gift of the Walter Muramoto Family
Japanese American National Museum (97.292.3V)
All requests to publish or reproduce images in this collection must be  
submitted to the Hirasaki National Resource Center at the Japanese American  
National Museum.  More information is available at http://www.janm.org/nrc/.

http://www.janm.org/nrc/



