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Project Overview o

Enduring Communities: The Japanese American
Experience in Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico,
Texas, and Utah is dedicated to reexamining

an often-neglected chapter in U.S. history and
connecting it with current issues.

The collaboration with educators, community mem-
bers, students, and five partner anchor institutions—
Arizona State University’s Asian Pacific American
Studies Program; University of Colorado, Boulder;
University of New Mexico; UTSA’s Institute of Texan
Cultures; and Davis School District, Utah—resulted
in the curricula created by educator teams from five
states. Two other components of the project include
a national conference, “Whose America? Who's
American? Diversity, Civil Liberties, and Social
Justice,” hosted in Denver in July 2008, and a prac-
tical handbook about partnership projects for peer
institutions.

During World War II about 65,000 Japanese Amer-
icans—nearly one half of the mainland Japanese
American population—lived in Arizona, Colorado,
New Mexico, Texas, and Utah, either in concentration
camps created by the United States government, as
long-standing community members, or as “resettlers”
from the West Coast. The situation of Japanese Ameri-
can populations in these states during World War II
affords the opportunity to explore the contradictions
and racism inherent in how we have defined citizen-
ship and dealt with diversity.

These stories have provided—and continue to pro-
vide—a compelling point from which to consider
more broadly the experiences of other regional com-
munities during World War IT and beyond. In this
way, the collaboration has generated materials and
dialogue that reveal how the diverse realities of Ameri-
can communities have challenged and shaped this
country’s definitions of citizenship, patriotism, and
democracy.
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Introduction to the

Curricular Units o

These curricular units were developed over the course
of four years by phenomenal educators who thought-
fully and collaboratively tackled the challenge of teach-
ing their students about a lesser-known part of United
States history. Although everybody may not have been
familiar with the Japanese American experience prior
to joining this project, they are committed to being
lifelong learners. Together they embarked upon a
three-year quest to hear more first-person stories,

seek out primary resources, read scholarly works, and
engage in reflection and discussion about how to most
effectively teach young people.

The intense process of developing and sharing units
with colleagues and then receiving feedback from field
testers resulted in two dynamic outcomes. The first is
a five-state collection of standards-based elementary
and secondary curricular units and accompanying
media pieces. Although these materials have been
edited for consistency, we hope that the distinctive
style and spirit of each of the individuals, teams, and
communities still remains.

The second, less tangible outcome has been the
formation of interstate and intrastate educator com-

munities. Seeing these communities develop and
be sustained via email, telephone calls, and face-to-
face meetings has been one of the most rewarding
aspects of this project. The camaraderie and mutual
respect of these educators is at the heart of all of
these materials.

Consequently, we hope that even more teachers will
be able to use these materials in their classrooms.
We hope that the essential questions might cause
new groups of teachers and students to think about
how the World War II Japanese American experience
relates to contemporary events. We hope that these
materials expand and rethink the notion of what it
means to be American.

In this spirit, we hope that these materials are helpful,
and we welcome your feedback. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Allyson Nakamoto

Project Director, Enduring Communities
Japanese American National Museum
anakamoto@janm.org
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Photographs of
Life in Cam

Manzanar Relocation Center, Manzanar, California.
Evacuees of Japanese ancestry are growing flourishing
truck crops for their own use in their “hobby gardens.”
These crops are grown in plots 10 x 50 feet between
blocks of barrack at this War Relocation Authority center.

Photographer: Dorothea Lange
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 537987/Local Identifier 210-G-C690

Tule Lake Relocation Center, Newell, California. One
of the barracks at this center which is used for a high
school. As yet the students haven’t decided on a name
for the school.

Photographer: Francis Stewart

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 536385/Local Identifier 210-G-A484

Handout 3-2 E

Boys behind barbed wire.

Gift of Kimie Nagai, Japanese American National Museum (92.125.12)

All requests to publish or reproduce images in this collection must be
submitted to the Hirasaki National Resource Center at the Japanese American
National Museum. More information is available at http://www.janm.org/nrc/.

Gila River Relocation Center, Rivers, Arizona. Mem-
bers of the boy scout troop who participated in the
Harvest Festival Parade held at this center on Thanks-
giving day.

Photographer: Francis Stewart

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 538605/Local Identifier 210-G-D643
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Handout 3-2 n

Manzanar Relocation Center, Manzanar, California.
Making camouflage nets for the War Department.
This is one of several War and Navy Department
projects carried on by persons of Japanese ancestry in
relocation centers.

Photographer: Dorothea Lange

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 538106 /Local Identifier 210-G-C814

Manzanar Relocation Center, Manzanar, California.
Baseball is the most popular recreation at this War
Relocation Authority center with 8o teams having
been formed throughout the Center. Most of the play-
ing is done between the barrack blocks.

Photographer: Dorothea Lange

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 538065/Local Identifier 210-G-Cy72

Poston, Arizona. Living quarters of evacuees of Japa-
nese ancestry at this War Relocation Authority center
as seen from the top of water tower facing south west.

Photographer: Fred Clark
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 536152/Local Identifier 210-G-Aigo

Manzanar Relocation Center, Manzanar, California.

Mealtime at the Manzanar Relocation Center. Every

effort is put forth to keep family groups intact in the
dining halls as well as in their living quarters in the
barracks.

Photographer: Clem Albers

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 536013/Local Identifier 210-G-A1y
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Manzanar Relocation Center, Manzanar, California. An
evacuee resting on his cot after moving his belongings
into this bare barracks room. An army cot and mattress
are the only things furnished by the government. All
personal belongings were brought by the evacuees.

Photographer: Clem Albers
Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration
ARC Identifier 536861/Local Identifier 210-G-Bu2

Two United States Army soldiers with large family in
front of barracks, Rohwer, Arkansas, November 21,

1944.

Gift of the Walter Muramoto Family

Japanese American National Museum (97.292.3V)

All requests to publish or reproduce images in this collection must be
submitted to the Hirasaki National Resource Center at the Japanese American
National Museum. More information is available at http://www.janm.org/nrc/.

‘ enduringcommunities

New Mexico Curriculum


http://www.janm.org/nrc/



