LESSON 2

Governor Ral

A Voice for the Minority

Time

oh L. Carr:

Guiding Question(s)

2 to 3 class periods (50 minutes per period)

Overview

This lesson asks students to focus on one individual’s
actions in the face of overt injustice on the part of the
government and blatant racism on the part of the pub-
lic. Elected officials occupy a crucial position in times
of crisis: When the need for decisive action arises, it is
hoped that a politician will be able to make fair deci-
sions and that his/her constituency will agree with
those decisions. However, in times of crisis the correct
action is not necessarily the popular one; in that case,
officials must sometimes choose between conscience
and career. Ralph L. Carr, governor of Colorado from
1939 to 1943, was faced with that choice in regard to
the removal of Japanese Americans from the West
Coast to Colorado in 1942.

Objectives

Students will understand that while most of the
nation’s leaders ignored their own stated philoso-
phies of justice and equality in causing/allowing the
incarceration to happen, a small minority of citizens
protested.

Students will understand the pressures that were
placed on the governors of the Western states by
their constituencies in response to the federal gov-
ernment’s plan to remove Japanese Americans from
the West Coast.

Students will understand the consequences Governor
Carr’s stance had on his political career.

Essential Questions

How do societies striving for equality come to terms
with the tension between the good of the one and the
good of the many?

How is the balance between the one and the many
influenced by visual language?

How and why did Colorado Governor Ralph L. Carr
attempt to maintain a balance between the safety of
the nation and the liberty of Japanese Americans in
Colorado during World War II?

Colorado Model Content Standards (2008)

History 2.2: Students know how to interpret and
evaluate primary and secondary sources of historical
information.

History 2.3: Students apply knowledge of the past to
analyze present-day issues and events from multiple
historically objective perspectives.

History 5.1: Students understand how democratic
ideas and institutions in the United States have devel-
oped, changed, and/or been maintained.

History 5.3: Students know how political power has
been acquired, maintained, used, and/or lost through-
out history.

Materials

Packets of Executive Orders issued by Governor Carr:
« Handout 2-1: “Good Will Week”

« Handout 2-2: “Constitution Day”

« Handout 2-3: “National 4-H Mobilization Week”

« Handout 2-4: “Colorado Preparedness Week”

« Handout 2-5: “Brotherhood Week”

« Handout 2-6: “American Indian Day”

« Handout 2-7: “I Am an American Day”

« Handout 2-8: “Anti-Loose Talk Days”

« Handout 2-9: “First Annual Bible Week”

Packets of correspondence:

« Handout 2-10: Letter from George Nakagawa to Gover-
nor Ralph Carr, dated December 9, 1941 (1)

« Handout 2-11: Letter from George Nakagawa to Gover-
nor Ralph Carr, dated December 9, 1941 (2)

« Handout 2-12: Letter from Governor Ralph Carr to
George Nakagawa, dated December 11, 1941 (1)

« Handout 2-13: Letter from Governor Ralph Carr to
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George Nakagawa, dated December 11, 1941 (2)

« Handout 2-14: Letter from George S. Lilley to Governor
Ralph Carr dated December 8, 1941

« Handout 2-15: Letter from Governor Ralph Carr to
George S. Lilley, dated December 11, 1941

« Handout 2-16: Transcription of Governor Carr’s radio
address on February 29, 1942

« An optional Time magazine article, “The Pri-
maries” (September 21, 1942) can be down-
loaded at http://www.time.com/time/magazine/
article/0,9171,773566,00.html (accessed July 22, 2009).

Background

When a person gains power, we most clearly see his/
her character revealed in what he or she chooses to
do with that power. Governors and presidents have an
interesting special privilege: they can designate spe-
cific days in honor of this, that, or the other thing—
basically, anything that strikes their fancy. By simply
issuing one of these Executive Orders, an otherwise
ordinary day like April 13, for example, becomes
“Colorado High-Top Shoe Day.” (This is the same
basic privilege that created Executive Order 9o606,
which had far more devastating effects than honoring
high-top shoes!) Governors and presidents take this
privilege very seriously because it gives them a chance
to foster desirable community behaviors and organi-
zations, but in fact their character is often revealed in
what they choose to single out and honor with such
public attention.

In this activity, students will have a chance to hone
their “people-reading” skills by analyzing some of
Governor Carr’s Executive Orders, as well as his cor-
respondence with members of the community. By
doing so, they will discover the priorities as a leader
that led to Carr’s stance on Colorado’s participation in
the removal of the West Coast Japanese Americans.
There is a particularly good collection of documents
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at the Granada Japanese Internment Camp Web site
referenced below which show the diverse reactions to
Carr’s stand as well as reveal his own concerns about
the right course of action.

Opening

Discuss with the class ways in which we get to know
people and how we gather evidence by which to judge
their characters. Focus that discussion on politicians:
How do we really learn what sort of person an indi-
vidual is once all the “campaign promising” is over
and he/she takes office? (See the discussion above in
“Background.”)

Tell the students that they are going to look at some
documents produced by Ralph L. Carr, the man
elected to lead Colorado during the stressful World
War II years. The goal is to predict how he might react
when called upon to make a decision between the dic-
tates of his conscience and the dictates of the public
who elected him.

Activities

Divide the class into groups of no more than five and
provide each group with a packet of Carr’s Execu-

tive Orders. The task is to read each order and glean
from it details about Carr’s values. Depending on the
skills of the class, you might want to read through one
order together: point out such structural features as
the opening rationale of the order and the “Therefore”
announcement, etc., and then analyze that order for
insights into Carr. Allow each group time to analyze
the documents. Their end product might be a list of
descriptors of Carr’s character, with observations from
the orders given to support each one. The groups can
share their observations. (In addition, see “Exten-
sions” below.)

Next, outline the dilemmas faced by the governors of
the states selected for concentration camp sites. (See
“References” below.)

« Ask the class to predict in writing how Carr might
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have responded to federal orders and public pressure,
including support for their opinions.

Closing

Conclude with Handout 2-16, a reading that recounts
Carr’s reaction to the establishment of the Amache
Camp Site in Granada, Colorado. Discuss how accu-
rately their predictions matched his behavior in reality.
Pose this lesson’s guiding question: How and why did
Colorado Governor Ralph L. Carr attempt to maintain a
balance between the safety of the nation and the liberty of
Japanese Americans in Colorado during World War 11?

Use the packets of Carr’s correspondence in one of

these ways:

« As additional documents for use in the activity
above;

« As a culminating activity, read the letters written
to Carr first and predict how he might respond to
each, then read his responses for confirmation of
the predictions;

« As the basis of a timed or untimed Document-
Based Question writing activity. (See Lesson 4 of
this unit for more information about Document-
Based Questions.)

Extensions

Have students collect clippings about current issues
that present to elected officials the difficult choice
between conscience and possible reelection. Have
them formulate—individually or in groups—a
response to the issue that might resolve the dilemma.
In addition, students might research their sena-

tors’ and representatives’ actions in the face of such
choices.

Appoint students “Governor for the Day,” allowing
them each to issue an Executive Order to promote

an attitude or behavior that, in their opinion, would
improve the community. Caution them that their char-
acter will be revealed by their choice, so announcing

LESSON 2
Governor Ralph L. Carr:
A Voice for the Minority

a “Smoke All the Pot You Want Day” or “No School
Month” is not appropriate. This should be a serious
examination of the values and behaviors that build
and maintain a healthy society—and perhaps those
Executive Orders could be issued to the whole school
over several weeks as a community-building activity.
Use the opening paragraphs from “The Primaries,”
the Time article published on September 21, 1942, to
discuss the nation’s view of Carr in his own day. There
is a particular irony in the last lines about Carr’s pos-
sible “temporary eclipse” that proved to be a “perma-
nent eclipse.” Only now, more than 5o years later, has
his admirable character been recognized.

View a presentation about Governor Carr by Adam
Schrager, author of The Principled Politician: The Ralph
Carr Story. Clips are available on the Japanese Ameri-
can National Museum’s Web site: http://www.janm.
org/projects/ec/resources/curricula-media

References

Carr, Ralph L. Selected Executive Orders. 1941—42.
Colorado State Archives.

“Governor Ralph Carr. Granada Japanese Internment
Camp.” Colorado State Archives. http://www.
colorado.gov/dpa/doit/archives/govs/carr.html
(accessed July 24, 2009).

Lamm, Richard D., and Duane A. Smith. Pioneers and
Politicians: Ten Colorado Governors in Profile. Boulder,
Colo.: Pruett Publishing Co., 1984.

Schrager, Adam. The Principled Politician: The Ralph
Carr Story. Golden, Colo.: Fulcrum Publishing, 2008.

‘ enduringcommunities

Colorado Curriculum


http://www.janm.org/projects/ec/resources/curricula-media
http://www.janm.org/projects/ec/resources/curricula-media

“GOOd Wl” Week”Handoutz-l n

Hand Out 2. 1

EXEGUTIVE GRDER
PROCILAMATIOR
GooD WILL  WEEK

The very aﬂ;hle exanplod being ferced upem the minds of
thinking people of an sbssnce of jood-will smong men and maiions should
urgs up to lay the foundation for that time vhem s feelimg of friemd~-
ship snd mutwal concern for the wishes of our fellews will provail inm
the worlds

1t has been the babit for a numbar of years to proclelm a good-
will week and to cell upom all men and nations i observe il zenerously
and definitelys This year it come under the classifiestion of &

“It. ordsr,

BOW, THYREFORE, 1, Ralph 1, Carr, Govermer of the Stete of
Colorado, do proclaim the weok comsencing Mey 1lith amd emding Nay 16tk as

go6p EILL  WEEK

in Colersdo and call wpom the people im their churchss, syuagoiues,
schools and other ciyic and educational imstitutioms and msetings

to call to the attemtion and to determine thet good-will shall comtinue
emong all people, ragardless of ¢rasd, celer or class to the end that

there may be unity which will brimz & victory of liberty end psace.

1H EITHESS WSSREDF 1 have horeto set my hand amd csused ibe

Executive Seal of the Bisie of Celoradeo be hesrsunte aflixed, at

Benver, this a_ (i day of ( 4 Ao D. 1942,

A=

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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"Constitution Day " nandout 22

FEYSGLARATIODN
Hand Out 2.2 CONBTITUTION DAY,
lmhrjuadaha“mnbndxornam.sndwurnwun
colonies met in Philadelphia end altsr wmonths of Wreless effort, bBltter
argusent and storay discussion, the Comstitutiom ef the United Etates was
drafied, later to bo ratified by the seversl siates snd declared adepted by
the Congress of the United Blates,

The wisdom of those mem who worked under the lesdership of Geerge
Rashington, striking dircetly away from ancient standards apd rules of
goverzment to provide a basis and fixed structure upon which was %0 be
bullt the greatest republis om carth, bas sver bean the sourcs of inspirstion
and adniration ssesg men the world ovsr,

The Constitution, im ita clarity end simplicity, has been bresd
emough to allow adjustments and progrees, 1t has besn a living, growing
thing, yet rigid im its pretection of 1life, liberdy aad frecdem of actionm
for the psopls, While the masses throughout the world, with few sxceptions,
groen under the Wrdes of dietatorship, the peaple of Whe Uaited Blates
breathe the adr of freedomy It offers the solutiba 1o the probless of a
warring world, It suggests the ecurse which the stricken people wsy
follow in the way back to slvilimsdion snd pesses

Balieving that we sbould improcs upon the people of the world the
seourity which has beon glvam wirough this writies Censtitusion, I
Ralph L, Carr, Gevernor of Colorsde, proclaim and designate Wednesisy,
Septesber 17, 1941, as "

CONBTITUTION DAY

IB WITMESES WH REOF, I have hereto set my hand and csused the
Executive Ssal of the Btats of Colorsdo, tc be hereunto affixed, at Denmver,

this (ré/_%/ day of September, Ay Ds 1941,

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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“National 4-H Mobilization Week" tandout 2

Hand Out 2.3 EXIECUTIVE ORDER
PROCLANATION

Thousands of farm boya and girls and youhg men end young womem of
Colorade are needed to help with all kinds of war-time work right on their
own fiarmm, im thihr own bomes, and in their own communities, We are
asking that they volunteer for such service with the i~ Clubs of the
nation this summer, and thereby become members of a vast army of youmg
people who are traiming for leadership while they are helping to win the war.

With the welfare of our country in the balamcs, we mmst fight on
every fromt - at home and shyoad, 4-B Clubs ave fighting on the farm and
home fronts where damgers are less but jobs just as importamt.

Wo must win thie war and also win the peaces hrlq;s boys and girls
of today have a chamce to do their part by serving with honor om the
home front,

TEEREFORE, I,WL. Carr, Governor of the State of Colerade,
urge all rural boys and girle and young men and young womepbetween the ages
of 10 and 21 to volunteer to ssrve their eountry by jeining & 4-H club and
asplsting their natiom in various waye in winning this war,

1 am glad to affix my signature proclaiming the wesk of April 5th
through April 1lth as

NATIONAL 4~ MOBILIZATION WEEK
in the Btats of Colorado, I hereby urge every farm young person to see his
county extension agent or howe demonstration agemt im velumteering to en-
roll in 4=H Club werk,

IN WITHESS WHEREOF 1 have hereto set my hand and caused the Executive
8eal of the State of Colorade, to be hereunto affixed, at Denver, this
Sixteenth day of March, A. D. 1942,

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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"Colorado Preparedness Week" nandout 2.4

Hand Out 2.4 BXECUTIVE CRDER

PROCLAMATION

Free men and women are fighting against the armed aggression of
dictators. Our young men are being enrolled and trained by democratic
processes into a great and powerful army. Some are being taught the trade
of arms, while others are being schooled in the nl:ﬂ'h of defense produc-
tion. And brothers and lilt’l‘.. and their elders, mwre just as surely en-
rolled in our Nation's defense, This war now raging has at stake the free-
dom on which our Ameriea was founded, HNot men alone, but more end more mat-
erials are the stuff of mdor.g.:‘_tnr. America's produstive industry and
Democrecy's service of supply. Our task is to build for defemse, not only
more guns, more ships, more tehks, more sirplenes, but warmer blankets,
stronger shoes, more mourishing food., Tougher thread is as useful as
tougher steel, And the demand for all in this time or urgeney is Speed,
Speed and more Speed.

I Since sd#quate national preparedness is mbsolutely essential to Ameri-
can vioctory, and since s civilian ss well es a militery preparednese is 30

imperetive at this time, and the need therefor is of vital interest to all,

THEREFORE, I, Relph L. Carr, Governorcoi the State of Colorado, do
hereby set aside the period between Fsbruary 15 and Februsry £8 as Coloradoe
Preparedness Week, for the purpose of informing and reminding the people of

Coloradc of the importance and necessity for an adequete mationel prepared-

ness,

F

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereto set my hand and caused the Executive
Seal of the State of Colorado %o be heresunto affixed, at Demver, this

thirty first day of Jenuary, A« D. 1942,

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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“Brotherhood Week" tadout 25

HandOut25  pyggyrrvse ORDER

PROCLAMATION,

lmom. BROTHER HOOD WEEX
. At = time in ite Bistory has this emwbm given clearer
reasons for hrotherhoed uonl men thak in 19&2I. " The ope nation in
the world which is made up of people from all other nations and which
by reasom of that very :l’aat.,, has becoms the paulylc d’. the greatest of
nstions, must unite and shand united if our form of Government is to
contimie, :

This is the time t‘a_g_r us to recognise the value of true brother-
hood, not only im marching side by side to meet & common enemy, but in
those more basic and intimate relationships in our daily contacts with
other people. It is !&tting that the week et Waghington's birthdey
hag peen selected as Bmw Week for 191.2_._

!llltEl'ORE,l 1, Ralph L. Carr, Governor of Colerado, do
set aside the week from February 15ih to Februsry 22nd, 1942, as

BROTHEREOOD WEEX

and urge the psople of Colerads im thair churches, their schoolroocms,
their service w;muuﬁi and in their prs.v-t- sctivities to
recognisze the true mearing of this Week and to observe 1% in every
fitting manver.

IN WITHESS WHEREOE, I have hereto set my hand snd ceused the
Executive Sesl of the State of Colorado to be hereunto affixed, at
Demver, this 2/ “day of Jamuary, A. Ds 1942,

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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“"American Indian Day" sandou 26

EXEQUTIVE ORPEZR
Hand Out 2.6 PROCLAMATION
AMFRICAN INDIAN DAY

The Americam Indiam - the First Americam - is proving himsslf
te be emtitled to be lisbed in this emergency among the Best
Americoms, It is well %o, cherish and to remember the cigilisation whioch
the Indian helped to develep, the contribution which he has meds te
American life end the pesition which be has new assumed in seclety,
a8 & part of our Amerieas meltin: pot.

It seems fitting that all gtates in which Indians are found in
large mmbers should set aside a day for the obssrvance of their
custme and for the resegmition of their qualities and comtributions,

HOW, THEREFQRE, 1, Ralph L. Oarr, Govermer of tke State of
Celorade, de set uside Saturday, the Twenty-sixth day of September, 1942

AMERICAN IHDIAN DAY

in Oolorade and ask the peopls to homor the American Indian in our
schools, our public gatherings and our bomes, by pregrams, by fitting
music and by expressions of gzoodwill and friendship toward our Red
Brothers.

IN WITHESS WHEREOF I have herete set my band and caused the

Executive Beal of
|

e Btate of Colorade, to be hersunte affixed, at

Denvor, this ") day of September, A. D, 1942,

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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"I Am an American Day" nandout 5

EXEC T VE
Hand Out 2.7 UTIVE ORDER
PROCLAMATION

"I AM AN ANERICAN" DAY,

People who become cltizens of the United States of America at
this time have rezson, as mever before, to be grateful. Only those who
qualify in every way are accepted in these times, and only those who

are truly Americans at heart should be received.

Therefore, when a man is naturalized, he becomes a person
who is outstanding among his fellows; he has acquired a great

possession, and this country has added another fine citizen.

To recognize these persons and to call the attention of all

Americans to this fact, the third Sunday in May has been designated
as Citizen Day.

NOW, THeREFORE, I, Ralph L. Carr, Governor of the State of
Colorado, do hereby designate Sunday May 17, 1942, as "I AM AN
AMFRICAN™ DAY in the State of Colorado, and urge that this day be
observed as & public occasion in recognition of cur citizens who have
attained their majority of who have been naturalized in the past year,
and I call upon all state and local officals and all patriotic, civil
and educational organizations to join in exercises calculated to
impress upon all of our citizens, both native-born and naturalized,

the special sigmificance of citizenship in this nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereto set my hand and caused the
Dxecutive Seal of the State of Colorado to be hereunto affixed, at

Denver, this . day of May, A« Lo 1942,

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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"Anti-Loose Talk Days" tndou 28

EXECUTIVE ORDER
Hand Out 2.8
PROCLAMATION

ANTT-LOOSE - TALK  DAYS

Our nation is imvolved in the greatest war of all Time,
and dpon its outcome will depend its future course for gemerations
to comej and

The comstamt cooperation of every individual is required
in order that the comcluasion of this war shall result in complete
victory for this mation amd 1ts allies; and

A part of the cegperation demanded c.;f every individual is

that he, at no time knowingly or unwittingly, provide informetion which

majy be of valae or which may comfort our vicious enemiesj and

Loose talk is onme of the most dangerous sources of importumt
information to our enemiesy and

The Colerado State Bunior Chamber of Commerce and the
Colorado Defemse Council, u'o. pponsoring a campaign to awaken the
citizens of Colorade to the danger of loom#talk, mew, therefore,

I, lq&p!.. 8arr, as Governor of the S8tate of Colorade,
in conjunction ﬂ:ﬂ: the campalgn of the Colorado State Junior
Chamber of Commerce and the Colorado Defense Council, do hereby

DECLARE AND PROCLAIM the peried from November 1, 1942 to
November 15, 1942, as

! ANTI-LOOSE TALK DAYS

and urge the support of every citizen of Colorado so that no American
wareffort shall fail, nor American boy die because of a thoughtless
word carelessly spoken,

CIVTE
CLVEN this 29th day of October, 1942, at Demver, Colorado,

under my hand amd the Executive Seal of the 8tate of Colorado,

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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"First Annual Bible Week” nadout -0

EXECUTIVE ORDER
Hand Out 2.9 mﬂ’“&“u:nu .

At 1o time in the history of civilizationm have the people
needed the lessons to be found in that history of human growkh and
spiritual inspiratiom which we call the Bible as muech as today.
Between the covers of that Book are to be found the answers to all
problems of every individual and of the world itself, When men
and nations devote their attemtion more definitely to ita guide-posts
and suggestions, they will ceage to plan each other's death and the
destruction of humankind,

THEREFORE, 1, Ralph L. Carr, Governor of the Btate of Colorade,

do designate the week of Pecember 8 to 14, 1941, as the

FIRST ANNUAL BIBLE WEEX

in Colerade amd recommend to the psople im their places of worship,
in their homes and in their gathering places that they resort to the

Bible for inspiretion, for enligntenment and for the solution of
their problems,

1IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I heve hereto set my hand and caused the
Executive Seal of the 8tate of Colorado to be hereunto attached, at

Denver, this Pirst day of December, A, D, 1941,

Governgr of Colorade

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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Letter from George Nakagawa to Governor

Ralph Carr, dated December 9, 1941 (1) nandout 210 A

Hand Out 2.10

December 9, 1941

The Honorable Ralph L, Carr
Governor of Colorado

Your Excellency:

In behalf of those Japanese Aliens, many of whom are our
parents, who are residents of the State of Colorado, and most
of them continuously so for the past thirty to forty years,
we are directed to ssy. tney immigrated to these United States
in search of a land where they would have the right to live,
the right to express themselves, and the right to be free and
equal people.

Though the privilege of acquiring citizenship through the
process of naturalization has been denied them by law, they
are carefully upholding and abiding by the laws and regulatioms
of this country of their adoption, and ere, in &VG.I':T manner and
respect, eagerly living up to the standards of citizemship as
exemplified by their American neighbors.

At their request we are forwarding to you their pledge of
loyalty and wnreserved support to the United States of America
and to the State of Colorado.

Respectfully yours,
Japenese American Citizens League

Ll Wbl
(/ state chat;ﬁnn

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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Letter from George Nakagawa to Governor

Ralph Carr, dated December 9, 1941 (2) nandout-. 2

Hand Out 2.11 _
December 9, 1941

The Honorable Ralph L. Carr
Governor of Colorado

Your Excellency:

Ve, AMERICAN citizens of Japanese ancesiry, now residing
m?hsstateofmwaﬁodomarﬂmmpledgeofallegime
to these United States,

This pledge of allegiance to the Stars and Stripes is
proclaimed by all the AMERICAN citizens of J&panes‘e ancestry
and is made without reservatioms or secret evasions of wind
whatsoever, -

We greatly déﬁlore the fact that the nation with whom
we are now at war is thenatioﬁﬁonuhichmparenta ori-
ginally emigrated, but we are AMERICANS - 100% AMERICANS — end
together with our fellow AMERICANS we will faithfully and um-
swervingly do everything in our power - give our lives when
the occasion demands - to uphold the ideals and traditions of
our form of AMERICAN government.

We ask you, as am;Gwamor,tocal}'uponusandaJ_lom'
resources to further the efforts of our great nation to bring
this world conflagration te an early end,

Respectfully yours,
Jepenese Ameriecan citizens League

Ll Tloaih_

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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Letter from Governor Ralph Carr to George
Nakagawa, dated December 11, 1941 (1) sandour .. EA

Hand Out 2.12

December 11, 1941

Mr. Osorge K. Nekagewa, State Chairmam
Japsnese imerican Citlizens League
1952 larimer Street [
Denver, Calerado

My dear Yr. Fekazewa:

1 em grateful for the letter, s d by
yourself as Stete Cheirman of the Japanesed Ameri-
can Citizens Lemgus, regarding those residéiits of
Colorado who are classed as Japanese aliens but
who, by their actions and their intemtions, are as

" definitely #merican as we.§

4 I think that the determinatiom to prevent
histerical utterances and pasnicky demomstrations
will go far toward kesping matters quiet and making
it possible for them to comtinuwe to live amomg us
as the same good meighbora which they have been in
the past.

As Governor 1 shall de everything I can
to cooperats im carrying out this idea.

Yours sincerely,

Governor of Colorado
RLCmlp

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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Letter from Governor Ralph Carr to George

Nakagawa, dated December 11, 1941 (2) tandot 215

Hand Out 2.13

December 11, 1941

A
() EI et
\ '
i M
Do i
Mr, George K. ! awn, State Chairman

Japanese Americ@n Citiszens League
- 1852 larimer Street
Denver, Colorado

Hy dear ¥r. Nakagewa:

I appreciate fully the feelings of the
dibitenn citizens of' Japanese ancestry, who reaf-
firmed their pledge of ellegiance to the lnited
States In your letter to me of Tueaday.

I know how sincere that pledze is, and
insofar as I can as Governor I wanit to acknmwwledge
its receipt and promise that everything which can
be done to save you from embarrassment end diffi=-
culty will ve done.

Flease feel {ree to call upon me in any
matter where 1 can be of mssistance to you.

Yours sincerely,

Governor of Colorado
RLC :mlp

Courtesy of the Colorado State Archives and Public Records
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Letter from George S. Lilley to Governor
Ralph Carr, dated December 8, 1941 tundout 24

Hand Out 2.14 GEORGE S. LHJLEY

WHOLESALE POTATOES
MONTE VISTA, COLO.

fovernor Rs
Stete House
o

1nh Csarr.
]
Lenver Colo.

Em wonderine if you consider it sdvisable
to use any vrecsutionary messures relative to the Janenese
snbiects in and around Ft.%arlsend, Ssn Acecie, llesita ané
Jerose Colo. Bbeine familisr with these locslities,
believe i% is safe to say that there are at lesst one
hunéred of these fesmilies in thst section, 211 Jananese

citizens. XNo fonbt the sitvation could be handled locally

&

if you deem it necessary thet sny stens of precsuticn be
tsken. Personally end especially £t the present time I

cannot regard any Japenese subject 2s = trusted citizen.
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Letter from Governor Ralph Carr to George

S. Lilley, dated December 11, 1941 tandout 215

Hand Out 2.15

December 11, 1941

YMr, George S. Lilley
Konte Vista, Colorado

Yy dear Mr. Lilley:

The matters which you mention are already
being considered by the FBI. The Federal CGovern-
ment knows every man snd his background, This mat-
ter is mlready Leing taken care of, but I do appre-
ciate your patriotic inmterest. '

Every man must be on guard these days.

Yours sincerely,

Governor of Colorado
RLC:mlp
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Transcription of Governor Ralph Carr’s radio

d

ddress on February 29, 1942 sangout 216

Colorado Governor Ralph Carr’s speech broadcast on radio stations February 28, 1942:

People of Colorado:

In answer to the call of our country, Colorado has done everything in her power to
uphold the hands of our national leaders in carrying on the battle for humanity, for liberty,
and for civilization. Our people have sent their dearest possessions to the ten or a dozen
battlefronts where the Stars and Stripes are leading in the fight on savagery, paganism, and
the worldwide imposition of servitude upon freemen.

Today, because of a lack of information and perhaps also because of an unhappy
interpretation which has been placed upon certain rumors, Colorado as a state is threatened
with a charge of a disinclination to cooperate in essential war efforts. A suspicion of a lack
of patriotism which is not deserved and which cannot be permitted to go unanswered has
been raised.

A few weeks ago rumors came that alien residents of the Pacific Coast states of
Japanese origin were to be evacuated and perhaps 3,500 would be sent to Colorado. From
some unidentified source came another suggestion, probably born of unfriendly propaganda
parentage, that California was attempting to dump a bothersome problem into Colorado’s
lap. The first inclination of every Coloradan was one of resentment. There was a feeling
that we did not want enemy aliens within our borders who might acquire property rights, who
might compete with Colorado labor, and whose presence would be a constant menace and
threat to our peaceful conditions of life. Acting on this first impulse, many persons voiced a
protest by mail, by telegraph, and, in some instances, through statements in the daily press.
Colorado has been placed in a peculiar and embarrassing light. An official request has
been made fro a survey of our facilities for harboring aliens of all classess—Italians,
Germans, and Japanese. Last week, a presidential order was issued dircting the
establishment of military zones in the United States, from which any person can be
excluded. Clearly, this refers specifically to the West Coast.

In the hope that | may assist in clarifying the situation by extablishing our position
toward this and other national problems and our patriotism and sincerity of purpose, this
announcement is made.

Colorado must never be charged with a failure to cooperate in the gravest moment of
our nation’s history. Three months ago, no American dreamed that the Japanese or any
other people could dominate the Pacific by force of arms. Today many strongholds,
including the Gibraltar of the East at Singapore, have fallen. Our own ships, our own air
forces, our own army have suffered severe losses. The blood of American soldiers stains
the soil of nearly every island in the Far East.

Tonight, as General Douglas MacArthur and his glorious band of Americans and
Filipinos set new recors for bravery and resourcefulness in the Bataan Peninsula in the face
of terrific odds, we have finally come to guess the seriousness of the situation. The enemy
controls the very conduct of life in every corner of the world since it has seized the countries
where essential raw materials are produced.

There can be no question that the attacks on Pearl Harbor and the Philippines were
aided by fifth columnists [saboteurs]. The potency of that evil organization has been proved
in every European country which has fallen, exemplified by the desertion of France, as
Winston Churchill described it, and the rape of Norway and the rest. The overthrow of any
nation is assured when the approach of an attacking force is made smooth and paved by
subversive activities within.
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Transcription of Governor Ralph Carr’s
radio address on February 29, 1942

Along the Pacific Cost there are thousands of persons who are not friendly to those
things which we call American. Only Monday night of this week, the beautiful country
surrounding Santa Barbara in Southern California was attacked by an enemy submarine
which came to the surface and hurled shells at a great supply of gasoline. The enemy has
become so confident that he knocks at the very front door of one of the great cities of the
world and attacks the mainland of the United States.

Military strategists say that if Java falls, then Australia will constitute the only barrier
between California and the enemy. Fifth columnists—our enemies—are within signaling
distance of any plane, any battleship, any submarine which approaches our coast. Attacks
similar to that one of Monday night, fraught with infinitely more serious consequences, are
to be expected any minute.

And if Australia, New Zealand, Java, and Sumatra fall, we know what the next move
will be. We will be put to it to protect our shoreline from Canada to Mexico against the most
aggressive, the most effective, the most dangerous war machine that has ever been
assembled. The defense of California is the defense of Colorado, of the United States of
America, of the cause of the United Allies. It is the defense of the very future of that
civilization which we value above everything else.

If those who command the armed forces of our nation say that it is necessary to
remove any persons from the Pacific Coast and call upon Colorado to do her part in this war
by furnishing temporary quarters for those individuals, we stand ready to carry out that
order. If any enemy aliens must be transferred as a war measure, then we of Colorado are
big enough and patriotic enough to do our duty. We announce to the world that 1,118,000
red-blooded citizens of this state are able to take care of 3,500 or any number of enemies, if
that be the task which is allotted to us.,

When our boys are facing thousands of them along the battlefronts of the Pacific;
when Americans are being cut down by the withering fire of machine guns; when our ships
are sunk by treacherous planes while their diplomats sue for peace, when our very shores
are shelled by submarines—Colorado will not complain because she is asked to take care
of a handful of undesirables whose presence on the coast might prove the difference
between a successful invasion and the saving of our country.

We do not welcome any enemy aliens from any country into this state. But by the
same token, we do not rejoice that our boys are conscripted. We find no happiness in the
daily casualty lists which we scan for familiar names with fear and trepidation. We do not
glory in the fact that we have been drawn into the most terrible warfare that humankind has
ever invented. There is no pleasure in the sacrifice of great industries and the surrender of
private rights for the good of the nation. In fact, there is nothing connected with this war
which renders it desirable. But as patriots, as Americans, as Coloradans, we say to the
world—we say to our leaders—Colorado will do her part and more.

The people of Colorado are giving their sons, are offering their possessions, are
surrendering their rights and privileges to the end that this war may be fought to victory and
permanent peace. Ifitis our duty to receive disloyal persons, we shall welcome the
performance of that task.

This statement must not be construed as an invitation, however. Only because the needs of
our nation dictate it, do we even consider such an arrangement. in making the transfers, we
can feel assured that governmental agencies will take every precaution to protect our
people, our defense projects, and our property from the same menace which demands their
removal from those sections. And in this connection, | think it is only fair for us to ask in the
placement of evacuees that local conditions and the needs of our
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Transcription of Governor Ralph Carr’s
radio address on February 29, 1942

communities be consulted. Soources of water supply, timber growth, and essential
industrial activities should be considered. The protection of wildlife is a major concern in
Colorado.

For an understanding of the reasons for the possible evacuation of such enemy
aliens, let us hear a story told by an American, a Colorado girl now living in Hawaii. She
witnessed the at4tack on Pearl Harbor. She saw the awful results of those unbelievable
assassinations. Many planes, manned by Japanese pilots, were shot down by the
American anti-aircraft guns. And the bodies of those pilots shout a warning which we
cannot ignore. And when the break came, when Japan loosed its attack on Pearl Harbor,
the rings and insignia of the graduating classes of high school and colleges of the islands
and the Pacific Coast of the United States were found on the fingers of many of the
Japanese pilots who fell under American gunfire.

All of these educated Japanese are not pilots, however. All of them are not confined
to the city of Tokio [sic]. Nor do t hey constitute all of the people who dislike Americans and
America. They are to be found wherever there are Japanese, Italians, and Germans—and
particularly in California.

In justice and fairness, let us pause here to speak a word in behalf of loyal German,
Italian, and Japanese citizens who must not suffer for the activities and animosities of
others. In Colorado there are thousands of men and women and children—in the nation
there are millions of them—who by reason of blood only, are regarded by some people as
unfriendly.

They are as loyal to American institutions as you or I. Many of them have been
here—are American citizens, with no connection with or feeling of loyalty toward the
customs and philosophies of Italy, Japan, or Germany.

The world’s great melting pot is peopled by the descendants of every nation in the
globe. It is not fair for the rest of us to segregate the people from one or two or three
nations and to brand them as unpatriotic or disloyal regardless.

The coming of these evacuees will, of necessity, give rise to social problems, to
business and labor questions, and similar vexing issues. But surely we possess the brains,
the resources, the solid American character which will enable us to solve those problems
properly and intelligently.

People of Colorado, let us remember that we have a job to do. Answers which would
be correct under ordinary circumstances do not apply when all conditions are changed. We
are at war. We must realize that.

Let us approach these social and economic problems with a new attitude of mind.
Let us get that job done as quickly as possible so that our boys may come home and we
may return to our American way of life.

Men of Colorado, if MacArthur and a handful of men can hold off hundreds of
thousands of Japanese under the conditions which they face, we can control the conduct of
any little group which may be sent to Colorado.

And finally, | urge upon our people the danger of inflammatory statements and
threats against these unwelcome guests. The newspapers report that some aroused
citizens have threatened force against the approach of undesirables. In my presence the
other morning, a young man in uniform quted a superior as favoring the firing squad as the
solution of this problem.

Such reckless statements may bring reactions which we shall always regret. Let it be
understood that such conduct is not approved by the code of humanity. Americans have
too great a sense of fair play. Let it also be known that we do not hold all the cards and that
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Transcription of Governor Ralph Carr’s
radio address on February 29, 1942

reprisals would be visited upon our own soldiers, officers, and citizens who will be taken
prisoners before this is over.

Let us consider ourselves as part of a great army, engaged in the most righteous war
in history. No good soldier interferes with the activities of his superiors.

People of Colorado, let us all be good soldiers. Let us accept the fortunes of war with
heads up. This is a solemn affair. We must approach it in that attitude of mind.
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