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Read and analyze the following true account. Answer the questions after 
the story. 

The government posted a notice in town on telephone poles and on store 
windows and doors. We didn’t know until a friend came to tell us about the 
notice. It began: “Instructions to All Persons of JAPANESE Ancestry,” and 
gave us seven days to dispose of all of our property and end our businesses. 
It told us to report to a place in town where a bus would pick us up. It told us 
we could only take one suitcase each and that we would have to carry anything 
we took. We sold off our stock at auction, and got about 10 cents on the dollar 
for it. When we got to town we waited for the bus, surrounded by military 
police and a large crowd of people we used to think of as neighbors. One man 
stepped forward and hugged our mother. He told her to come back to Santa 
Maria when she could. He told our family we were honest, loyal people and he 
would help us any way he could. He said this out loud and in front of every-
one. My mother was very proud to know him, and it made her realize that not 
everyone agreed with the government. 

	 When we got to the Tulare fair grounds we were assigned a place to sleep in the horse barns. Our first address 
in our new life as enemy aliens was Row F, Stall 12. We had to clean the muck out. Imagine a family of 10 living in 
a horse stall! We were there for 3 months. 

1. How many days did the government give the family to dispose of their possessions? _________________________
 
2. How would you dispose of your possessions in such a short time? _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How would you react if your family was forced to live in a horse stall? What would you do? ___________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Write five adjectives that describe the neighbor’s behavior to the family. Be ready to discuss. __________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. List 10 things you would put in your suitcase, if this happened to you. _ ___________________________________
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Whereas, the successful prosecution of the war requires every possible protection against espionage and against 
sabotage to national-defense material, national-defense premises and national defense utilities as defined in Sec-
tion 4, Act of April 20, 1918, 40 Stat. 533, as amended by the Act of November 30, 1940, 54 Stat. 1220. and the Act 
of August 21, 1941, 55 Stat. 655 (U.S.C.01 Title 50, Sec. 104): 

Now therefore, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States, and Commander in Chief 
of the Army and Navy, I hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of War, and the Military Commanders whom he 
may from time to time designate, whenever he or any designated Commander deems such action to be necessary 
or desirable, to prescribe military areas in such places and of such extent as he or the appropriate Military Com-
mander may determine, from which any or all persons may be excluded, and with respect to which, the right of 
any persons to enter, remain in, or leave shall be subject to whatever restriction the Secretary of War or the appro-
priate Military Commander may impose in his discretion. 

The Secretary of War is hereby authorized to provide for residents of any such area who are excluded therefrom, 
such transportation, food, shelter, and other accommodations as may be necessary, in the judgment of the Secre-
tary of War or the said Military Commander, and until other arrangements are made, to accomplish the purpose of 
this order. The designation of military areas in any region or locality shall supersede designations of prohibited and 
restricted areas by the Attorney General under the Proclamation of December 7 and 8, 1941, and shall supercede 
the responsibility and authority of the Attorney General under the said Proclamations in respect of such prohibited 
and restricted areas. 

I hereby further authorize and direct the Secretary of War and the said Military Commanders to take such other 
steps as he or the appropriate Military Commander may deem advisable to enforce compliance with the restric-
tions applicable to each military area herein above authorized to be designated, including the use of Federal troops 
and other Federal Agencies, with authority to accept assistance of state and local agencies. 

I hereby further authorize and direct all Executive Departments, independent establishments and other Federal 
Agencies, to assist the Secretary of War or the said Military Commanders in carrying out this Executive Order, 
including the furnishing of medical aid, hospitalization, food, clothing, transportation, use of land, shelter, and 
other supplies, equipment, utilities, facilities and services. 

This order shall not be construed as modifying or limiting in any way the authority heretofore granted under 
Executive Order No. 8972, dated December 12, 1941, nor shall it be construed as limiting or modifying the duty and 
responsibility of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with respect to the investigations of alleged acts of sabotage 
or the duty and responsibility of the Attorney General and the Department of Justice under the Proclamations of 
December 7 and 8, 1941, prescribing regulations for the conduct and control of alien enemies, except as such duty 
and responsibility is superseded by the designation of military areas hereunder.   

Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
February 19, 1942    

Executive Order 
9066 Handout 2-B
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Read and analyze the following true story. Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

They did not tell us where we were going. 500 of us were ordered onto a train with black-out curtains and could 
not even see what direction we traveled. There were rumors we were going to be shot. When we got off it was 
very hot. We were in a desert. Each family shared a 4 room barracks building with other families. We had 10 fam-
ily members and had two rooms. The buildings were hastily constructed, the lumber used was green, and as it 
dried there were large spaces between floorboards and wallboards. There was always a layer of dust on everything. 
Bathrooms and showers were in separate buildings and all in one open room, with no closed cubicles. There was 
virtually no privacy anywhere. Food was cooked by inmates and we lined up three times a day to eat in a mess hall. 
Suddenly, there was nothing to do. In time clubs would be organized and schools provided, but at first boredom 
was the enemy. We were not allowed contraband items, such as radios, newspapers, or cameras. Adults, initially in 
a kind of shock, lost control of their families, and juvenile delinquency became a problem in most camps. We were 
forbidden to keep pets, but some people managed to sneak in pets, and some people kept desert animals. Guards 
were on duty at the camp 24 hours a day, and inmates could not leave without special permission. 

1. What emotions did inmates feel about where they were going? _ _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name one social problem encountered by the inmates. _ _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How many people lived in a room in the author’s family? _______________________________________________

4. What do you think the biggest problem in camp life was? Why? _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. On the opposite side, write a paragraph of 5 or more sentences describing what you might have done with your 
time in camp. 
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